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ESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL AFPFEARAMCE:

pholograph requiremenis—use réverse side If necessary)

ture measures twenty-two (22) feet by sixteen (16) fect.
1+ is characterized by a shed-iype roof with protruding stepped parapit wells on either
side. The facade is characterized by symmetrically placed wooden-headed and arched

windows (erched windows sdded st a later date). It appears as though that the ncrin
3 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: (continued)

fuse reverse side ! necessary)
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centh (18th) and early nineteenth
the Federal Hill Registered Historic District.
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727-729 Ricketts Court
727-729 Rickettis Court, Bsltimore, Maryland 21230
(Description of Physical Appearance - continued from page 1) ‘

wall nes peen altered by the sistering of & masonry wall along with the install-
ztion of buttresses (estimate 1960-1965). 1In addition, there is evidence of
brick corbelling on the facede at the soffit line. The interior of the building
is in en advanced state of deterioretion as it relates to masonry as well as
wooden features. It sppears as though 2 new concrete floor has been poured
recently, and that the structure had been modified to accomodate interior plumbing
~acilities. There is also evidence of & recently instzlled chimney (72T Ricketts

ourt) an@ remains of fireplace.

-
el e

(Statement of Significance - continued from page 1)
brick for exterior walls and foundation with remeins of three (3) inch by seven {7)
inch floor joists and portions of plank flooring and sheathing.

Tne remaining portions of windows illustrate the extensive use of "Baltimore bull-nose
jamb stock meterial and wooden sub-silis, all c¢f which is typical for this geopgrurhic:
area =5 well zs iime period. In addition, the remains of the mortising for snutte

ninge siors is clearly visible. There still remains wooden window e

rinuges, and ning
on the seccnc floors. This type of masonry support is extremely common in the
Federal Hill Registered Historic District. In our opinion, the building is typical
of the types of construction and architecture that was present along alley-wayvs ang
seccndery stireets, and further illustrates the marked difference between the uore

o!

expensive end refined architecture that remazins on Light and Montgomery Sireet.
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B-3021

B-3018 - B-3021 1845-1850
723-731 S. Charles St./727-729 Rickett's Ct. (East side)
Baltimore, Md.

Private access

This group of three story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs
located along the east side of the 700 block of S. Charles St. was built
in the late 1840's by several different local builders. The houses served
as combination storefront/residences. 727-729 Rickett's Ct. is located in
a courtyard to the east of 731 S. Charles St., with access provided by a
narrow alleyway running along the south end wall of 731 S. Charles St. The
Rickett's Ct. houses are two stories in height, two bays wide, and with gable
roofs. The houses were originally two rooms deep but the entire rear end
section of each house is now gone. These small alley houses are the only
surviving examples of the many such houses that were built in rear courtyards
and alleys running north from Montgomery St. in this block and in the blocks
to the north along Hughes St. The two Rickett's Ct. houses have recently
been sold by the city to private owners and hopefully will soon be renovated.
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MAGI 04
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 0ILTH04

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON

BEALOCATION
> STREET & NUMBER .
2 727-729 Ricketts Court
Y. T CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
1TY. TOWN Baltimore
— VICINITY OF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X_PUBLIC __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE _XUNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS _ZYES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
__NO __MILITARY 5O0THERragtoration
— contemplated
EJOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Mayor and City Council Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER T o
CITY. TOWN STATE, Zl1lp code
Baltimore ____ VICINITY OF
I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ——
COURTHOUSE. Folio #:
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Records Office Room 601
STREET & NUMBER
Baltimore City Courthouse
CITY. TOWN STATE
Baltimore Marvland 21202
EJ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




K4 DESCRIPTION B-302

- &
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT EDETERIORATED X UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOooD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of tiny "half houses,'" two stories in height with only the front half
of the gable roof, were built in the late 1840's by the same developer who built the
neighboring rows of houses on Montgomery St.

The houses are two stories in height, 11' wide, and occupy lots 32' deep. Each
house is only one room deep but there is evidence that each had a one story high, two
bay deep rear addition. The houses are constructed in common bond. The low-pitched
gable roof has a simple brick cornice. No roof chimneys remain but there is evidence
that each house had a single chimney along the south side of the roof.

-

The first floor openings have segmentally arched brick lintels with solid wood
tympanums; the second floor windows have flat wood lintels. All of the sills are wood.
The window openings are currently empty or boarded. The houses have no basement and
the entrance is reached directly from the alley. Each house currently has a paneled
Victorian-style door set beneath a single light ttansom.

The interior of the houses measures 10' wide by 12' deep. The narrow and tightlf )
winding stairs are located in the south-east corner of each house and there is evidence
that each house had a fireplace in the center of the south wall. A door leads out of
the house to the rear. The first floor ceiling height is 8'; the second floor ceiling
height is 7 1/2'. The door and window moldings are totally plain but there is vertical
wainscoting on the fireplace wall of each house,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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KA SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC — ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAw —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS — LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 ~EARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
3£1800-1899 — COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
—1800- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY — POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —DTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
T
SPECIFIC DATES 1848-1851 BUILDER/ARGHITECT Samuel Clayton

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This pair of tiny alley houses is important for being representative of the type
of housing built for the lowest level of the socio-economic scale in the Federal Hill
area. The houses each have only two rooms and were probably rented to poor black
families, as were most alley houses of this type. It is particularly interesting that
the houses were built by Samuel Clayton as part of his development of this section of
Montgomery St.—-that he felt the need to built two very small houses in addition to
the row of fairly spacious working class houses he built along Montgomery St.

The house are currently being offered for sale by the City to private owners and
hopefully will be restored in the near future. Another similar alley house, to the
rear of 20 E. Montgomery St. has already been destroyed. These remaining houses stand
as an important historical document and it is to be hoped that they will not be lost.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

—

EUJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

SR RSt Bt tor i« T

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION el R

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
M.E. Ha gﬂ_a,]:d [ Historic Si tes Survevor

ORGANIZATION 4 DATE

Maryland Historical Trust / StrueverBres & Fecke 6/79

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd,

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Ruxton Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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B-3021

727-729 Ricketts Court
Block 0896 Lots 035
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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B-3021 727-729 Ricketts Court
#.E.H. 8/79 =
West elevation




